
 

          
 
 

Why is this project being done now? 

This project was started in 2008 with an extensive study of the Cabrillo Trunk Sewer 
to determine its condition and life expectancy. The inspections revealed extensive 
damage and root intrusion into the pipes, some of which date back to the early 
1950s. The study also showed that the damage was not serious enough to warrant 
immediate replacement of the pipe, so lining the pipes became the preferred 
alternative, which is significantly less costly and disruptive than open trench 
replacement. This project was added to the Public Utilities Department Capital 
Improvement Program as one of a series of sewer improvement projects mandated 
by the United States Environmental Protection Agency.   

How does the lining process work? 

The type of lining to be used in this project is known as “cured in place pipe” (CIPP) 
which consists of a polyester felt tube that is inserted into the pipe from a manhole. 
The tube is inflated to match the contour of the existing pipe between manholes, 
saturated with resin, and then cured with steam to harden the tube to form a new 
“pipe-within-a-pipe.” This process is expected to add another 50 years to the life of 
the pipe.    

Who is doing the work? 

The work is being performed by Southwest Pipeline, a City contractor. 

How much will it cost? 

The value of the entire project is $4.8 million, which includes the lining of the 
Cabrillo Trunk Sewer along with the lining of smaller pipes in other neighborhoods 
of the City of San Diego. 

Why is the project being done at night? 

Work on this portion of the project is being done at night to take advantage of lower 
flow levels in the sewer system. In order to install the liner in each section of main, 
the sewage flow must be pumped out of the sewer system at an upstream manhole, 
routed around the construction site, and then put back into the system at a 
downstream manhole. The volume would be too large to allow this during times of 
peak flow.  

Performing the work at night also allows any traffic lane closures to occur during 
hours when traffic flow is at its lowest.  
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How will traffic be affected by this project? 

Because the Cabrillo Trunk Sewer runs beneath State Route 163, lane closures are 
necessary to allow the contractors and their equipment safe access to the manholes in 
the center median and in the roadbed.  In order to minimize traffic detours and 
delays, full closure of all lanes of the freeway will be limited to weekend nights, 
while partial lanes closures will happen on weeknights. Detour signs will be posted 
to alert motorists of alternate routes.  

During the project, single lane closures will begin at 8:00 p.m. and end at 5:00 a.m. 
When full closure of State Route 163 is required, the freeway will be closed from 
Interstate 8 on the north to ‘A’ Street on the south starting 11:00 p.m. on both Friday 
and Saturday nights. The freeway is expected to be reopened at 9:00 a.m.   

Additional Information 

Additional information about the State Route 163 Sewer Pipeline Rehab Project can 
be found at www.sandiego.gov/engineering-cip or by calling the public information 
line at 619-533-4207. 
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